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various industries in the region. Secondly, the artisans had
formed into caste guilds or craft guilds. There was a link
between the caste and the occupation in the industrial
production of the period. The emergence of artisan guilds
in textile and metal industries not only contributed to
cohesion among the various communities but also to the
qualitative improvement of each craft. Thirdly, Rayalaseema
became a very important region for the production of cotton
and silk textiles. Even today centres like Dharmavaram have
retained their reputation for the production of textiles. The
evidence suggests that Kaikkolars were producing cloths of
high quality. Fourthly, the Panchalas or the artisans engaged
in metal work emerged as a distinct class set apart from
artisans who were engaged in carpentry, and black smithy.
The emergence of temples in the area and the demands
of the mobility probably acted as incentives for the
prominence of Panchalas in the industrial set up of
Rayalaseema. Some of the inscriptions even suggest the
mythological origin and virtuous qualities of the artisan class.
Lastly, in the rural areas certain industries like carpentry,
blacksmithy and pottery making catered to the rural
economy. They maintained a close relationship with the
Reddy and Kamma farmers in the villages of Rayalaseema.
On the whole it may be pointed out that Rayalaseema
appears to have attained self-sufficiency in the field of
industrial production. But without a market and without the
existence of an active and enterprising adventurous
merchant class, neither agricultural production nor industrial
production would have seen the progress as it did in